SHE'S 
DOING WELL, 
T THINK. 
THE NURSE 
SAID SO 
EARLIER. 


TODAY? 


YOU'RE 
HERE TODAY, 
KIRISHIMA- 


I FINISHED 
MY HOUSEWORK 
EARLY TODAY, 
SO T CAME 
TO VISIT. 


BUT I’LL 
GLADLY EAT 
ANY LEFTOVERS 
OF TONIGHT’S 
SIDE DISHES FOR 
BREAKFAST 
TOMORROW 
MORNING. 


T USUALLY 
AVOID DOING $0, I'S NOT THAT. 


BUT I SUPPOSE I I HAVE TO GO OLIT 
HAVE TO JOIN THEM DRINKING WITH MY 


SOMETIMES... COWORKERS. 


ACTUALLY, 
I’M GLAD 
YOU'RE HERE. 
I WAS ABOUT 
TO TEXT 


WHAT'S THE 

OCCASION? 

A WELCOME 
PARTY? 


THAT'S RIGHT! 
TTS ALREADY 
MORNING! 


TWAS 
WORRIED, 
YOU KNOWS? 
NO WAY T 
COULD 
SLEEP! 


YOU'RE STILL 
AWAKE? 


DO YOU 
KNOW WHAT 
TIME IT IS? 


TVs 
A, PROBLEM 
FOR ME IF YOU 
AREN'T A BIT MORE 
SPECIFIC ABOUT 
THE HOURS! 


DID You 
STAY OUT 


STAYED UNTIL 
THIS LATE. MOST 
PEOPLE WENT HOME 
EARLY ON, $O IT 


BUT 
I TEXTED 
YOU THAT I 
WAS COMING 
HOME 
LATE! 


A SIMPLE 
“T'6 GOING TO 
BE LATE” ISWT 

ENOUGH! 


ONLY THE 
TWO OF US 


DON’T YOU 
GUYS HAVE WORK 
TOMORROW? HOW 

ARE YOU GOING 
TO GET UP IN THE 
MORNING AFTER 
STAYING OUT SO 
LATE DRINKING? 


SHOULD BE 
FINE. 


DRINKING UNTIL 


HE WANTED 
TO CONSULT 
ME ABOUT 
SOMETHING. 


DOCTORS? 


THIS LATE WITH 
ONE OF THE 


OHH! 
KIRISHIMA-KUN, 


IT WAS 
SAIGA- 


URGH... 
SAY NO MORE. 
I ALREADY 


BUT 
HE SAID IT 
HAD TO BE IN 


PSYCHIC?! = [ KNOW WHO PRIVATE. 
eae YOU WERE 


WITH! 


iW 


| 


YOU KNOW, 
YOU I REALLY DON’T 
BEING... YOU, WHAT DO THINK IT’S RIGHT 
IT’S HARDLY YOU MEAN? THAT YOU STAYED 
UNEXPECTED. OUT DRINKING WITH 
SAIGA-SENSEI UNTIL 
SO LATE AT 


BUT I 
WISH THAT 
GUY WOULD 

STOP DOING THIS 
SORT OF 
THING! 


Dd a i a re SAIGA-SENSE] 

RAGGED YOU TO 

DRINK UNTIL MORNING! lair TONE 
THAT'S NOT ; 
ACCEPTABLE! 


OF COURSE 
ITS NOT 


HE JUST 
WANTED TO 
ASK ME FOR 
ADVICE. YOU 
DON’T NEED 
TO BE THAT 


SWEET AND 
RELIES ON YOU, 
50 YOU DO YOUR 
BEST FOR HER, 
AND FEELINGS 
OF LOVE 
ARISE. 


HE'S ALREADY 
HANDSOME, A 
DOCTOR AND THE 
HEIR OF A 
HOSPITAL! 


50 DAMN 
GREEDY! 


I’M 
SORRY FOR 
BEING SO 
BLESSED... 


SCOUNDRELS 
UKE HIM USE THOSE 
“CONSULTATIONS” AS e_ 
A PRETEXT TO INCREASE i NO, 
THE LEVEL OF INTIMACY igi A IT SHOULD 
OTH THEIR TARGET. ‘ BE ANGRY! 
YOU END UP FALLING 
IN LOVE OSITH 
THEM BEFORE 
YOU KNOWS IT! 


dials ikgeds SPEAKING 
TELLING YOU : FROM 
ABOUT HER : : EXPERI- 
PROBLEMS, ENCE? 
AND THAT SHE 
NEEDS YOUR 
HELP. 


IT 
HAPPENED 
TO 


A = 
FRIEND. 


SHE THEN 
SKILLFULLY SAYS 
GOODBYE TO ALL 
THE OTHERS SHE 

EXPLOITED, QUICKLY 
DISAPPEARING 
FROM THEIR 


LIVES. 
ITS A 


COMMON 
STORY, IT 
SEEMG... 


ANYWAY, 
WHAT KIND OF 
ADVICE DID HE 

WANT? 


BUT HEY, 
YOU MUST 
HAVE A LOT OF 
GOOD OPTIONS 
TO CHOOSE 
FROM, DON’T 


YOU FEEL 
CONFUSED 


Us! 
IN THE END, BECAUSE 


SHE JUST 
PICKS THE MOST 
ATTRACTIVE 
ONE. 


SPECIAL. 


SO YOU’/RE 
SAYING THAT 
SAIGA-SAN HAD 
AN ULTERIOR 
MOVE? 


BEING THE 
HEIR OF A 
HOSPITAL 
SURE IS 


YOU THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 


BUT THEN 
YOU TRAGICALLY 
REALIZE YOU'RE 
NOT THE ONLY 
GUY SHE ASKED 

FOR HELP. 


ANYWAY! 

I FIRMLY 
BELIEVE THAT NO 
ONE APPROACHES 
SOMEONE OF THE 

OPPOSITE SEX FOR 
A “CONSULTATION” 
WITHOUT SOME 
SORT OF 
ULTERIOR 
MOTIVE. 


YOU SEE, 
I’M BEING URGED 
TO GO ON SOME 
ARRANGED DATES 
IN HOPES OF 
FINDING A 
MARRIAGE 
PARTNER... 


I WAS 
BORN INTO 
A FAMILY 
OF DOCTORS 
AND ALWAYS 


T THINK YOU 
SHOULD MEET A 
FEW OF THEM AND 
CHOOSE THE ONE 
YOU GET ALONG 
BEST WITH. 


FOLLOWED MY 
PARENTS’ 


THE SCHOOL 
THEY WANTED ME 
TO ATTEND AND 
BECAME A DOCTOR 
BECAUSE THAT 
WAS THEIR 
WISH... 


ALWAYS 
DONE WHAT 
THEY TOLD ME 
TO DO, SO AT 
THE VERY 
WHEN IT LEAST... 
COMES TO THE 
PERSON I MARRY, 
I WANT TO BE TRUE 
TO MY OWN 


FEELINGS. 


$0 YOU 
DIDN’T WANT 
TO BECOME A 

DOCTOR? 


AS MUCH 
AS I'D LIKE 
TO BE COOL 
AND SAY THAT I 
WANTED TO SAVE 
PEOPLE... 


IN REALITY, 
I'VE ALWAYS BEEN 
A PUPPET FOR MY 

PARENTS. 


I THOUGHT 
BECOMING A 
DOCTOR WAS 
SOME SORT 
OF GOAL. 


YOU SAY THAT, 
BUT I THINK YOu 
ARE MORE COMMITTED 
TO YOUR PROFESSION 
THAN MOST 
DOCTORS... 


A PUPPET 
WOULDN’T TAKE 
YOUR JOB AS 
SERIOUSLY AS 


THAT 
CAN‘T 
BE TRUE, 
SAIGA- 
SENSEI. 


I BELIEVE 
THAT SOMEONE 
WHO'S HONEST 
AND WORKS HARD IS 
MUCH BETTER THAN 
SOME POMPOUS GUY 
WHO CLAIMS TO BE A 


DOCTOR BECAUSE HE 


WANTS TO SAVE 


seok 
WASN’T ALWAYS 
COMMITTED, YOU 
KNOW? 


I WAS ONLY 
CONCERNED 
ABOUT 
DOING WELL 
ENOUGH. 


IN RETROSPECT, 
I WAS JUST GOING 
THROUGH THE 
MOTIONS AND 
COASTING. 


AND 
SOMETHING 
CHANGED 
IN ME. 
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AT A CERTAIN 
DOCTORS’ GATHERING 
LIKE THE ONE WE HAD 

TODAY, SHE SHOWED ME 
THAT THERE IS MORE THAN 
ONE VALID REASON 
TO BECOME A 
DOCTOR. 


<< 


I 
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I MET A GOOD 
DOCTOR AT THE 
HOSPITAL T 
WORK AT... 


=—-wA 


AND HAS 
A HABIT OF 
NOT ALLOWING 
OTHERS TO GET 
CLOSE TO HER. 
HOWEVER... 


IN 


_———— Ff 


AFTER 
I ACHIEVED IT, 

I ONLY PUT FORTH 
A MODERATE AMOUNT 
OF EFFORT TO 
REACH A HIGHER 
POSITION. 


SHE IS 
A FAIR BIT 
ECCENTRIC... 


WHEN 
ASKED ABOUT IT, 
EVERYONE RESPONDED 
" THAT THEY BECAME 
j08 mirllant WHICH a DOCTORS TO SAVE 
MAKE MY HEART : IS AS VALID A e THE LIVES OF 
RACE." REASON AS IT IS THOSE DEAR 
‘ PREDICTABLE. TO THEM... 
BUT THEN... ; 


I FELT HER 
THAT SHE GOAL WASN'T 
WAS SOMEWHAT J TO SAVE 
INSOLENT, \ PEOPLE'S 


AND YET. PN AIS LIVES... 


IN FACT, 
I SENSED 
| THAT SHE WAS 


IN MY EYES, | \\\ FessionaL. 
SHE LOOKED | \\\\ \ 
VERY COOL. 


WHEN 
I MET YOU, 
ISHIMURA-SENSEI, 


YOU'RE 


HA HA HA! 
I REALIZED FOR THE THAT'S fecua ue 
FIRST TIME WHAT IT RIGHT! RIGHT? 


MEANT TO BE A 
DOCTOR. 


IT’S 
BECAUSE 
I MET A 

WONDERFUL 
WOMAN LIKE 


THAT MY HEART you... 


WON'T MOVE IN 
ANYONE ELSE’S 
DIRECTION... 


\ apt 
SJ FG lit HELL \ 
J THTSA LOh “\!) | sponse 
CONSULTA- (=F (AL SE VYVI&y) FOR TH. 
TON we , 


HOW CAN 
SOMEONE ITs 


WHO ISSO | HE SAID Ir CLEAR AS DAY 
INTELLIGENT... | WAS ONLY A THAT HE WAS 
TION. HITTING ON 


S07 WHEN 
HE ASKED YOU TO 
“TAKE RESPONSIBILITY,” 
WHAT DID YOU SAY 
IN RESPONSE? 


SOUNDS LIKE 
A PAIN. 


CAN PRACTICALLY 
HEAR THE SOUND 
OF HIS HEART 
BREAKING. 


HE THEN 
f& SAID THAT HE’LL 
YOU TURN 3 
DOWN His ..eOF COURSE. q KEEP COMING TO 
FUTURE THAT GUY IS AS a Sat a 
PERSISTENT ASHE 


IS HANDSOME. = 8 “CTUrE, 


I HOPE 


INVITATIONS... 


I HAD 
NO REASON 
TO REFUSE, 
I 3 SO I TOLD HIM, 
€ “ANYTIME, 
THIS, FEELING,C WA MAN!” 


“INSECURITY ! 


ITSINOT 
Hier 
MTHATAGUY¢S 
 HANDSOMEYOR 
ANYTHING LIKE 
THAT... 


1 GET THE. 


WILL BE OVER 


PRETY. Wei 
auc... Weivao 


YOU'RE A GUY'S: WILLING 
WITH A ROCKIN’ isHimura- | TO HIT‘ON HER) 


SAN... 
I KNOW... HOT BOD. | 


WHAT ABOLIT h 
itz | 


ESN I FEAR IF MY 


HUH? 
WHAT DO YOU 
AN? 


DOESN'T 
SOUND 
LIKELY. 


SHE'LL BECOME 
ENSNARED IN A 
SEX CRIME. 


BEAUTIFUL 
WIFE STAYS 
OUT UNTIL SO 
LATE AT 
NIGHT... 


ONLY TARGET 
THOSE THEY 

BELIEVE THEY 
CAN BEAT. 


THOSE 
PEOPLE WHO 
USE FORCE TO 
SATISFY THEIR 
DESIRES... 


IT'D BE 
WAY WORSE 
IF A SUPERIOR 
TOLD ME THAT IF I 
DON’T BECOME 
THEIR LOVER... 


ALSO}HAVE 
OWNISETO 
Li 


MY JOB 
WILL BE IN 
DANGER OR 
SOMETHING. 


THAT'S 
NOT MY POINT! 
WHEN YOU COME 
HOME THIS LATE, 
I GET WORRIED! 
20 YOU UNDER- 
STAND THAT? 


IT’S KINDA LIKE 
YOU'RE MY DAD, 
KIRISHIMA-KUN. 


MOLESTERS 
AND HOODLUMS 
TYPICALLY TARGET || i ocace 
PEOPLE WHO SEEM ue 
FRAIL AND 


BECAUSE 


HONESTLY, 

I’D RATHER BE 
IDOLIZED OR STALKED 
BY A RANDOM 
STRANGER. 


WHEN 
SAIGA-SENSEI 
ASKS YOU OUT FOR A 
DRINK IN THE FUTURE, 
INVITE HIM TO OUR 
HOUSE. 


YOUR 
HUSBAND IS 
AN ABSOLUTE 
GENIUS... 


; I DON’T THINK 
HA HA HA! I’VE EVER BEEN 


YOU'RE SO HAPPY... 
WELCOME... 


AND TODAY, 
I’M BEING TREATED 
TO HIS HOMEMADE 


I WAS AT 
A LOSS FOR 
WORDS WHEN HE 
HAD THE BRILLIANT 
IDEA OF INVITING 
ME TO DINNER 
BEFORE... 


WELL, 
I NEED TO 
SURE. = GO TO THE 
TAKE YOUR BATHROOM. 
TIME... 


OH, PLEASE... 

I ALSO WOULD 
LOVE TO KNOW WHAT 
YOU WERE THINKING 

WHEN YOU DECIDED 
TO HIT ON MY WIFE. 
MIND TELLING 
ME...? 


CARE 
TO ENLIGHTEN 

ME AS TO WHY THE 

PSEUDO-HUSBAND, 
ALSO KNOWN AS MR. 
SHITTY NEET, INVITED 

ME TO HIS HOUSE 

TODAY...? 


THE ONE 


AN] wos \ 
~/ | WASTED FIRST LOSES. <= 
WHAT DO YOU [| = 


IN THE 
NEXT CHAPTER 
OF LA LALA... 
WHO WILL EMERGE 
VICTORIOUS? 


